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To Our Readers

The Wheel was founded three years ago with the goal of articulating the gospel 
in the contemporary world in a way that would move beyond current polar-
izations in the Orthodox Church. In view of this mission, the journal initially 
avoided focusing on the highly charged topic of humans’ existence as sexed 
and sexual beings. Yet a question of such intense public interest cannot be ig-
nored for long. Furthermore, this is not a topic alien to the Orthodox faithful: 
a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center, for example, found that Orthodox 
Christians in the United States are not only broadly tolerant of homosexual-
ity but also—despite some clerical pronouncements to the contrary—actually 
support same-sex marriage rights at a higher rate than the general public.1 
So last year, The Wheel accepted Father Andrew Louth’s proposal for an issue 
that would refocus the conversation on gender, sexuality, and sex within the 
broader context of theological anthropology.

We are delighted that Father Louth has served as guest editor of this special 
double issue. He is a professor emeritus of Patristic and Byzantine Studies at 
Durham University, an archpriest of the Diocese of Sourozh (Russian Ortho-
dox Church), and a member of The Wheel’s Advisory Board. He is the author 
of many books and essays on the history of theology in the Byzantine tradi-
tion and (early) modern Greek, Russian, and Romanian theology. His writ-
ings are known throughout the world, both for their regard of the theologians 
of the past as resources for theology today, and also for their characteristically 
Orthodox desire to hold theology together with liturgy, prayer, and spiritu-
ality.

In working with Father Louth on this project, we committed ourselves to 
listening as much as speaking—that is, to drawing in a variety of voices which 
represent the spectrum of opinions within the Orthodox Church on these 
controversial topics. Constructing a genuine dialogue proved to be no easy 
task. Many of us have become comfortable speaking only into our own echo 
chambers and, regrettably, some worthy potential contributors declined our 
invitation to participate. But the result is a nuanced issue that raises more 
questions than it answers. The editorial board thanks Father Andrew Louth 
for orchestrating this complex and challenging conversation.
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