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EARS TO HEAR, EYES TO SEE

The Hands of the Fisherman

Interview with Anastasia Semash

Anastasia Semash paints, draws, and 
makes sculptures of people, flowers, 
and animals. Between 2012 and 2014, 
she created sculptures of gospel char-
acters out of bottles.

How did you start making these 
sculptures?

It started as a recycling project. I had 
a lot of spare time to reflect and to cre-
ate, and there was no lack of everyday 
objects that had served their original 
purpose: empty bottles, paper towels, 
fabric scraps, old woolen scarves and 
gloves, bits of yarn, broken china. It 
was tempting to reimagine the silhou-
ettes of bottles of various vintage, siz-
es, and shapes as characters of various 
ages, sizes, and shapes. And dressing 
up bottles was like playing with pup-
pets, because as I was making these 
people, I was also making up stories 
and scenes for them. I did that a lot as 
a child, preferring to create my own 
dolls from paper, twigs, and flowers 
instead of playing with real dolls. 
Also, sculpting with modeling clay 
was one of my favorite pastimes as a 
child.

The Annunciation
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Why the New Testament characters?

I made a lot of other sculptures when 
I was living in Russia, but this series 
dates from when I had first moved to 
the US with my husband. I felt fairly 
isolated at first, and somehow I was 
drawn to this theme as a way of mak-
ing a home for myself in this new life. 
Although I am not what you might 
call a model churchgoer, I was at-
tending the local Serbian church, and 
Orthodoxy was a way of connecting 
the world back home with the one the 
States. It never concerned me that, in 
Orthodoxy, sculptural iconography is 
very unconventional and even contro-
versial. It is also strange for an artist 
to shut out inspiration from non-ca-
nonical art, like Western religious 
sculpture, or the controversial Perm 
sculptures from seventeenth– and 
eighteenth century Russia. 

Top: Joseph and 
Maria

Bottom: Nativity 
Scene
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Do you have a favorite in the series?

The Apostle Andrew.

Why him?

Because of his hands. The rough 
hands of a fisherman. I have always 
been fascinated by the beauty of hu-
man hands, especially hands that tell 
a story.

Anastasia Semash studied graphic design and illustration at the 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, and book design at the 
Northwestern Institute of Printing Arts in St. Petersburg, Russia. She 
also holds a PhD in Philosophy from the St. Petersburg State Univer-
sity. Her main artistic focus is on graphic arts, and she has worked 
with publishing houses as an illustrator and designer for books and 
journals. Most recently she has worked principally as an educator, 
teaching studio art to children and adults.

Top Left: Blue Angel

Top Right: Winter 
Angel

Bottom Right: Maria 
and the Child
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The Apostle Andrew
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